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Summary

The first meeting of the ICAO Asia and Pacific regional ATN Implementation Coordination Group of APANPIRG (ATNICG/1) was held in Seoul, South Korea from 22–26 May 2006. The ATNICG replaces the ATN Transition Task Force, and is tasked with addressing the implementation of ATN in the Asia/Pacific region. This information paper highlights information from the first meeting that may be of interest to ACP WGN.











Introduction
1.1	The ATN Implementation Coordination Group of APANPIRG held its first meeting in Seoul, South Korea, from 22–26 May 2006. The ATNICG was created by a decision at the APANPIRG/16 meeting to ensure the satisfactory transition from AFTN to AMHS without disruption to services, and to assume residual tasks from the ATN Transition Task Force.
1.2	The meeting report is provided as an attachment to this Information Paper. This and other documents of the meeting are available from the Asia and Pacific office web site at the following URL:
http://www.icao.int/cgi/goto_m_apac.pl?icao/en/ro/apac/2006/atnicg1/index.html
1.3	This Information Paper is intended to notify matters from the ATNICG/1 meeting that may be of interest to ACP WGN, in particular highlighting ATN implementation progress, areas where the ATNICG is awaiting work from ACP WGN, and where there is parallel work going on in other regions.
Discussion
Terms of Reference and Work Programme
2.1	The ATNICG’s Terms of Reference are to “Coordinate implementation of ATN in the Asia and Pacific Regions to satisfy performance requirements and address relevant implementation issues” (see Appendix A1 of the attachment for details). The Subject/Tasks list (Appendix A2 of the attachment) has been reviewed in accordance with the ICAO Strategic Objectives, to support the move to a performance-based approach to planning and implementing the air navigation infrastructure.
ATN Applications and Infrastructure
Directory Service
2.2	APAC has produced a Technical Document on the use of Directory Services which identifies the object classes and attribute types for use within the region. The ATNICG has noted the activity of ACP WGN to identify those elements of the ATN DIR schema that could contribute to standardised AMHS Implementation Profiles, and intends to review the object classes and attribute types identified by ACP WGN and compare them with the existing APAC Technical Document, then take action as appropriate.
2.3	ATNTTF/7 had recognised the need to review the impact of implementing a regional Directory Service and to study the impact of delaying implementation until a review of ATN-specific schema elements by ACP WGN had been carried out. The ATNICG will address this issue in its work programme.
2.4	ATNICG’s work programme will also address the development of profiles for Directory access and exchange protocols.
	AIDC
2.5	The AIDC application currently used in APAC uses the AFTN protocol for message exchange. States plan to implement ATN AIDC starting in 2007.

2.6	The ATNTTF had been developing an ICD for ATN AIDC to enable this, but work was suspended awaiting new operational requirements from OPLINKP/1. It was noted that ACP action is now necessary to update the AIDC message set defined in ICAO Doc 9705 in accordance with the revised message sets produced by OPLINKP/1.
2.7	So that work can proceed on the ICD to enable it to be completed in time for planned deployments of ATN AIDC, Thailand has been tasked to proceed with developing the ICD based on the output of OPLINKP/1, and to coordinate with ACP WGN3 to determine the extent of changes required to Doc 9705 and how long ACP will need to accomplish this task. At the same time, it was agreed that the regional Secretariat would coordinate with the ACP Panel Secretariat and seek advice to enable the ATNICG to finalise the ICD without delay.
	ATN Implementation
2.8	ATN implementation progress was reviewed. It was noted that failure to implement recommended facilities (ATN routers and AMHS) within the target date(s) established in the FASID tables may be considered as a deficiency on the part of the State(s) concerned. Two States have already implemented ATN AMHS. Some States are in the process of implementing AMHS in 2006, and several States plan to implement AMHS by the end of 2007.

2.9	The strategy for implementation of ground-to-ground ATN communications was reviewed. It was noted that there is no problem with the supply of ATN systems that support ATN/OSI: all six vendors present indicated that they would provide support for equipment for implementing ground-to-ground ATN for both OSI and IPS protocols for the foreseeable future.
2.10	It was noted that to protect investments already made by States in implementing the ATN, IPS should be introduced in such a manner that already implemented or planned ATN systems can continue to operate, by implementing gateways or dual-stack systems at the borders between areas supporting ATN/OSI and ATN/IPS. The meeting proposed an amendment to the regional ATN implementation strategy to permit deployment of a network approach for the provision of dual stack (OSI and IPS) protocols. The updated strategy is in Appendix B of the attachment. (The strategy notes the agreement of EUR and North American regions to provide gateways to support ATN protocol suites in adjacent regions.)
2.11	It was noted that current IPS implementations based on IPv4 are expected to be replaced in due course by IPv6.
	Planning for Transition to BUFR-Coded OPMET Information
2.12	The OPMET/M Task Force has established a Project Team on BUFR transition for OPMET information (PT/BUFR Transition). A joint ad-hoc meeting of experts from the ATNICG and OPMET/M Task Force will meet at the CNS/MET SG/10 meeting in July 2006 to discuss BUFR code matters.

2.13	The meeting was informed that AMHS would be able to support transmission of binary BUFR-coded information, with consideration of the use of File Transfer Body Part (FTBP), and most of the industry representatives present at the meeting indicated that their systems would be able to support the FTBP solution. However, it was identified that it is more critical to specify the relevant capabilities that will be required from User Agent and/or AMHS/AFTN gateway applications. A Japanese study on BUFR recognised the necessity of defining the interface between AMHS and MET, including ICDs for generating/receiving MET data, distribution and display requirements, tracking and storage requirements, and the transition of OPMET systems from AFTN to AMHS.
2.14	A representative from the European AFSG (Aeronautical Fixed Services Group) informed the meeting that the AFSG has been given the task of developing plans to accommodate BUFR OPMET transmission within the constraints of the EUR AFS network, and that AMHS FTBP functionality is being considered, but since the transition to BUFR is being reviewed by MET bodies, the AFSG is awaiting specific detailed communications requirements before it proceeds any further.
2.15	It was noted that descriptions of the contents of the FTBP will be reviewed by ACP WGN at the WGN/06 meeting and will be introduced into Edition 4 of Doc 9705, but implementation of AMHS should not be delayed awaiting publication of Edition 4 of Doc 9705.
	Regional AMHS Address Database
2.16	It had been recognised at the ATNTTF/7 meeting in Shanghai in 2005 that an Interim Regional AMHS Address Database would be required before Directory Services could be implemented in the region. In response to this, an interim database, which will be administered by the ASIA/PAC Regional Office, is now being developed. This would be a manually administered electronic database published as a “private” web site on the Internet, with user authentication required for access.
	Results of AFSG/9 Meeting
2.17	A comprehensive presentation was given on the results of the European Air Navigation Planning Group (EANPG) AFSG/9 meeting by a representative of the AFSG. The meeting noted information on AMHS deployment and trials activities in the EUR region with interest. The meeting also appreciated documents provided by the member from EUR AFSG, which included EUR AMHS-related manuals.

2.18	The meeting noted that the EUR/NAT has established a Registry of PRMD names and addressing schemes, which is required for future use in AMHS systems in the EUR and NAT regions.
Conclusion
3.1	The meeting is invited to note the summary provided in this information paper.

